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whatsoever, that its effects upon the nature and quality of
the moral life are great. For as surely as the success of one's
behaviour in respect of an object will depend on one's power
of perception of that object, so will the quality of behaviour
depend upon adequacy of self-perception. Also, if it is true that
the imaginative act of self-perception is creative, the self is
changed through that act; and, as we have seen, the result of
the act is that the emotional-conative activities of the self
are reduced, in respect of their power of disturbance, in the
total life of the mind.
It is a great misfortune that sincerity has always been regarded
as a virtue. For sincerity is not a virtue but a quality of the
imagination when the imagination is directed upon the life
of the self. This error has arisen because we have confounded
insincerity with deliberate deception. We condemn the insincere
man, the hypocrite, because we think that he is practising
a kind of fraud. But in fact he is doing nothing of the kind;
his failing is not in his will but in his imagination, and is a
failure of self-perception. Hence when it is said that art must
necessarily have moral quality in some degree, that is, in so
far as it must have sincerity, we go astray. The connection of
art with morality is not here; for in speaking of sincerity and
insincerity we are still speaking of the imagination. Insincerity
arises only from confusedness and poverty of the imagination;
or is an inability to relate each to the others, in a single inclusive
prehension, the varied reactions of the mind. That this is so
becomes abundantly clear from the wealth of evidence provided
in recent years by psycho-analysis, which shows the degree
to which failure in self-perception may extend, and the serious
consequences which may result. And psychology has at least
brought it about that we no longer view insincerity, at least
when it is so developed as to have serious consequences, as a
form of moral evil, but as a failure of perception, of imaginative
vitality, which calls for treatment. To bring about clear self-
perception is, in psycho-pathology, the vital step to the restor-
ation of mental health, the doctor helping the patient to do